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Frequently Asked Questions

What is VNF’s  Forty Under 40 awards? 

It is a recognition of 40 people who have achieved leadership success in nursing before turning 40 years of age. 

What are the qualifications for VNF’s Forty Under 40?  

First and foremost, we are looking for professional success. We also are interested in knowing about community service, as well as participation in professional groups, etc.  We are looking for a cross-section of nursing leaders from a wide range of health care settings  who are ahead of their time.  For 2011, those chosen must be no older than 39 by December 31, 2011. 

Who decides who will be in this year’s Forty Under 40?  

Judging is done by a panel of five people consisting of nursing leaders from across the state of Virginia. 
How can I nominate someone for Forty Under 40?  

Nominations must be submitted online. For the official nominating form go to:

http://vna2.affiniscape.com/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=70
When is the deadline for submissions?  

The deadline for nominations is: June 1, 2011
Can I just call you or send you an e-mail with the name of the person I'd like to nominate?  

No. We need to have the form filled out, including contact information for the person you are nominating as well as the name and contact information of the nominator. We are also giving the nominee the opportunity to submit up to one letter of recommendation in an electronic format to admin@virginianurses.com 
I want to nominate someone, but can I remain anonymous?  

No, we need to know who you are, though we do not share nominator information with any third parties. 

I want to nominate my boss, but would it be better if someone higher up nominated him/her? Can I nominate a family member?  

You can nominate yourself, a client, a family member, your boss, an employee or an acquaintance. The most important thing is that you state a clear, nursing leadership  reason for the nomination.  

Does it help if many people nominate the same person?  

No. In fact, it sends a negative impression if there is evidence of an organized campaign to send many nominations. 
Will more than one nominee from the same entity/practice setting be accepted?  

Yes. More than one nominee from a single entity/practice can be nominated separately on their own individual merits. Also, multiple candidates from separate divisions of larger organizations can also be nominated. 

What are the nomination questions asked about nominees? 

In additional to personal contact information and educational background, the nomination form asks about a nominee’s most significant professional achievements in his/her career thus far:
· Demonstrated leadership abilities and experience 

· Community involvement 

· General description of why a nominee is worthy of an award 

· Optional letter of reference 

How does the process work?  

After the nomination deadline, all information is compiled and distributed to the judges for review. After nominations have closed, nominees are given an opportunity to provide a more complete nomination form if they were not directly involved in the initial nomination process.   We hope they will be able to participate in person at the gala and photo recognition. 
Can I contact you to see how my nominee is doing in the judging process?  

No. We don't give status reports. If we need any further information, we will contact you. 

