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ACS Overview 

• Administered by US Census Bureau 

– Access data through American Fact Finder 

• Conducted monthly and data released annually 

• Pre-tabulated summary results 

– American Fact Finder 
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ACS Overview 

American Fact Finder website: http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml 
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ACS Overview 

• 1/3/5-year PUMS estimates 

– Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) 

• Estimates by geography  

– Nation – state – county – census tract – block group 

– Availability depends on size of population 

• Alternative to the NSSRN data 

– NCSBN RN workforce data  
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Accessing ACS PUMS Data 

American Community Survey website: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/ 
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Accessing ACS PUMS Data 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/public_use_microdata_sample/ 
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Accessing ACS PUMS Data 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/pums_data/ 
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Sample Count of RNs in ACS PUMS 
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ACS PUMS Data Documentation 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/pums_data/ 
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Accessing ACS PUMS Data 
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Accessing ACS PUMS Data 
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ACS PUMS Data Documentation 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/public_use_microdata_sample/ 
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ACS PUMS Data Documentation 

Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS): 
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/pums_documentation/ 
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Key ACS PUMS Data Variables 

Key variables in the PUMS dataset: 
 

OCCP – census occupation code 

SCHL – educational attainment 

ESR – employment status recode (employed/unemployed/not in labor force) 

FOD1P/FOD2P – field of degree for first and second bachelor’s degrees 

PWGTP – individual person weight  

PWGTP1-PWGTP80 – replicate weights used for calculating variance 

 

 

AGEP – age of person 

SEX – male/female  

HISP – Hispanic ethnicity 

INDP – census industry code 

RAC1P – person’s reported race (distinct from Hispanic ethnicity) 
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ACS PUMS Data Demonstration 

• Stata software 

• Using a “do”-file 

• Creating new variables 

• Basic descriptive analysis 

– Average age 

– Educational attainment 

– Racial & ethnic composition 
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Alternative Access to ACS PUMS Data 

DataFerrett website: http://dataferrett.census.gov/ 
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Questions or Comments? 

You can find the recording and additional webinar resources by going to: 

www.campaignforaction.org/webinars.  

 

Use the “Raise Hand” option above the chat box  

OR 

Use the “chat” feature to send “everyone” a question.   
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http://facebook.com/campaignforaction   www.twitter.com/campaign4action 

 

 

 

Campaign Resources 

Visit us on the web at 
www.campaignforaction.org 
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